injunction in the laws of the human constitution, and consequently in the will of the Creator. " It is then in the habitual application of principle to the inculcation and advancement of knowledge more than in any absolute novelty of detail," that the author hopes the present volume will not be found unworthy of notice. We feel confident that every candid and intelligent reader will determine with us, after a perusal of this little work, that the author's hopes must be fully realized. The chief aim, then, of Dr. Combe in preparing the present treatise is to present the reader with a more comprehensive and systematic view than we usually meet with, of the principles by which infant management ought to be directed. It follows, as a necessary consequence, that if these be rightly understood, not only will the details of rules and of general advice be attended to with greater punctuality, but the rules them-selves will be fulfilled with more intelligence and with a deeper sense of the responsibility involved in their neglect. It is well known that an immense improvement in the treatment of the young has taken place within the last fifty years, and that as a consequence the rate of mortality in infancy has been greatly reduced. But If, however, the supply of milk proves insufficient for the nourishment of the child, and the health of the mother begins to suffer before the expiration of the usual time of suckling, it may become necessary both for the infant's and mother's sake to wean it gradually before any indications of teething arise. In some parts of the continent suckling is continued for eighteen months or two years; but, unless in very feeble and ill-constituted children, this is an unnecessary prolongation of the process, and however well the mother might appear to bear it at the time, it would probably be ultimately injurious to her. 
